


         
  

 

            
  
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
mottmac.com 
 



 
 

 

Sevington Inland Border 
Facility  

Arboricultural Report 

December 2020 

 
  

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Mott MacDonald 
Mott MacDonald House 
8-10 Sydenham Road 
Croydon CR0 2EE 
United Kingdom 
 
T +44 (0)20 8774 2000 
mottmac.com 
 

  
  

Mott MacDonald Limited. Registered in 
England and Wales no. 1243967. 
Registered office: Mott MacDonald House, 
8-10 Sydenham Road, Croydon CR0 2EE, 
United Kingdom 
 

 

Sevington Inland Border 
Facility  

Arboricultural Report 

December 2020 

 





Mott MacDonald | Sevington Inland Border Facility  
Arboricultural Report 

 

  | 418703-MMD-XX-SV-RP-YB-0001 |   |   | December 2020 
  

 

Contents 

1 Introduction 2 

1.1 Purpose of the Arboricultural Report 2 

1.2 Scope and Methodology 2 

2 Stour Park West - Arboricultural Impact Assessment 3 

2.1 Stour Park West AIA Review 3 

3 Sevington IBF 4 

3.1 Sevington IBF Update 4 

4 Results 6 

5 Recommendations 9 

5.1 Site Specific Recommendations 9 

5.2 Temporary Protective Barriers 9 

5.3 Wildlife Environmental Law 10 

6 General Tree Protection Measures 11 

6.1 Risk to Trees from Construction Activity 11 

6.2 Site Compounds 11 

Appendices 12 

A. Tree Schedule Definition of Terms 1 

B. BS 5837:2012 Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment 2 

C. Drawings 3 

D. Vegetation Clearance Drawing 4 

E. Stour Park West Tree Constraints Drawings 5 

F. Stour Park West Tree Protection Drawings 6 

G. Tree Protection Measures 7 

G.1 Extract from BS5837:2012 Default specification for protection barrier 7 



Mott MacDonald | Sevington Inland Border Facility  
Arboricultural Report 

 

  | 418703-MMD-XX-SV-RP-YB-0001 |   |   | December 2020 
  

 

G.2 Extract from BS5837:2012 Examples of Ground Stabilising systems 8 

G.3 Extract from BS 5837:2012 Ground Protection during Demolition and Construction 9 

H. References 1 

 

 

 

  

 



Mott MacDonald | Sevington Inland Border Facility  
Arboricultural Report 

 

  | 418703-MMD-XX-SV-RP-YB-0001 |   |   | December 2020 

  
 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the Arboricultural Report 

Mott MacDonald Limited has been commission by the Department for Transport (DfT) to provide 

environmental-related guidance for works proposed in response to the Sevington Inland Border 

Facility (IBF) scheme. 

The purpose of this report is to review the content, validate and update the Stour Park West – 

Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) (Doc Ref: RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A) issued in May 

2019 for the reserved matters approval (ref. 19/00579/AS) for the previous Stour Park 

Development on the site. This document will determine the potential impact the Sevintgon IBF 

will have on the existing trees recorded in the Stour Park West – Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment and provide recommendations for mitigation where appropriate. 

For the details of the additional trees and groups that have been removed or retained as part of 

the Sevington IBF works, refer to the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-

VS-YB-0001-04).  

For details of the extents of removal required within the groups please refer to the Sevington 

IBF vegetation clearance drawing, Appendix D (Doc ref: 419419-MMD-01-MO-DR-C-0201, 

P01.1). 

For all other works not included within the Tree Protection Plan or the vegetation clearance 

drawing (Appendix D), please refer to the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

All trees, regardless of their statutory status, are a material consideration in a planning 

application. BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 

Recommendations, recognises the potential conflict between trees and development.  

1.2 Scope and Methodology 

A desk-based assessment was conducted by a Mott MacDonald Arboriculturalist on 02 

September 2020. As this update was desk based using only aerial imagery and existing 

drawings, there were no additional trees surveyed or removed from the survey information 

present within the Stour Park West AIA.  

This report has been updated to revision P02 to be reflective of the current on-site conditions 

following a site visit on the 26 November 2020. 

This Preliminary Arboricultural Scoping Assessment has been undertaken in accordance with 

the principles of BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – 

Recommendations. BS 5837:2012 is intended to assist decision-making regarding existing trees 

in relation to the potential impact of construction. The recommendations are also aligned with 

the National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and 

Maintenance of Utility Apparatus in Proximity to Trees.  
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2 Stour Park West - Arboricultural Impact 

Assessment 

2.1 Stour Park West AIA Review 

The review of the Stour Park West Arboricultural Impact Assessment confirmed that it is in line 

with the BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - 

Recommendations. 

The full findings and associated drawings can be seen in the Stour Park West AIA (Doc Ref: 

RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A) however a summary of the tree work recommendations within this 

document is provided below. 

Overall, the proposed development of the previous Stour Park West Development included the 

removal of eleven individual trees and sixteen tree groups. This following provides a summary 

of the trees identified for removal: 

● Category A i.e. trees of high quality, 0 trees 

● Category B i.e. trees of moderate quality, 6 individual trees; 3 tree groups 

● Category C i.e. trees of low quality, 3 individual trees; and, 13 tree groups; and 

● Category U i.e. trees to be removed for arboricultural reasons, 2 individual trees. 

 



Mott MacDonald | Sevington Inland Border Facility  
Arboricultural Report 

 

  | 418703-MMD-XX-SV-RP-YB-0001 |   |   | December 2020 

  
 

 

3 Sevington IBF 

3.1 Sevington IBF Update 

In comparison to the Stour Park West development, the Sevington IBF works are retaining two 

further individual trees and five tree groups. Overall, the works required to facilitate the 

construction of the Sevington IBF include the removal of nine individual trees, eleven complete 

tree groups and partial removal of a further seven groups. Note, this does not include the 

hedgerows on the site boundary informed by the vegetation clearance drawings, Appendix D 

(Doc ref: 419419-MMD-01-MO-DR-C-0201, P01.1). This is comprised of: 

Individual trees and complete tree groups 

● Category A i.e. trees of high quality, 0 trees; 

● Category B i.e. trees of moderate quality, 6 individual trees; 

● Category C i.e. trees of low quality, 1 individual tree; and, 11 tree groups; and, 

● Category U i.e. trees to be removed for arboricultural reasons, 2 individual trees 

Partial removal of the following tree groups 

● The southern extent of G20;  

● The southern and western extent of G22; 

● A centre section of G26; 

● A centre section of G30; 

● The eastern extent of G31; 

● The southern section of G34; and, 

● The southern and northern extent of G47 

The additional trees and groups which can be retained by the Sevington IBF works, and which 

were not previously retained as part of the Stour Park West proposals, include: 

● Individual trees 79, 80, 97, 98 

● Tree groups G47 and G48 

The extra trees to be removed as part of the Sevington IBF works, which were previously 

identified for retention as part of the Stour Park West works, include: 

● Individual tree; 87 

● Tree groups G32 and G35 

 

Tree 87 has been assessed as Category B, a tree of moderate quality. 

Groups G32 and G35 have been assessed as low-quality Category C trees and are therefore 

easily replaceable with mitigation planting. 

For the details of the additional trees and groups that have been removed or retained as part of 

the Sevington IBF works, refer to the Tree Protection Plans (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-

04).  
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For details of the extents of removal required within the groups please refer to the Sevington 

IBF vegetation clearance drawing, Appendix D (Doc ref: 419419-MMD-01-MO-DR-C-0201, 

P01.1). 

For all other works not included within the Tree Protection Plan or the vegetation clearance 

drawing (Appendix D), please refer to the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 
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4 Arboricultural Impact Assessment 

4.1 Statutory Designations 

The primary measures which provide statutory protection to trees are Tree Preservation Orders 

(TPOs) and Conservation Area (CA) status. Following a study Ashford County Council’s online 

mapping system (https://www.ashford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/trees-and-

hedges/tree-preservation-orders/ 02.10.2020), it was confirmed that there were no TPOs or CAs 

within or in close proximity to the proposed works area at the time of the assessment. 

4.2 Root Protection Areas Explained 

It is essential that roots are protected from construction works including physical damage from 

excavation and changes in soil structure from compaction and changes in ground levels. 

The RPA is an area of ground around the base of a retained tree, which is calculated in relation 

to the stem diameter, where disturbance should be kept to a minimum and avoided if at all 

possible.  

The majority of tree roots grow within the upper 600mm of the soil profile where most nutrients 

are available as the result of the decomposition of organic matter close to the surface. Rooting 

conditions become less favourable at depth as the soil density increases, creating anaerobic 

conditions. 

The RPA dimensions for the trees recorded in this report are detailed in the Stour Park West 

AIA (Doc Ref: RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

4.3 Trees to be removed 

The following trees within Table 1 must be removed to facilitate the construction of Sevington 

IBF. The locations of these trees can be seen within the Stour Park West Tree Constraints 

Plans, Appendix E (Doc ref: C111633-01-RevA) and the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix C 

(418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

Table 1: Recommended actions for trees. 

Ref   Species Retention 

Category 

TPO CA Recommended Actions 

69 Hawthorn C No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-

123906-02 Rev A). 

70 Hawthorn U No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

work as shown in the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-

123906-02 Rev A). 

79 Goat willow C No  No Retain – install protective barriers in accordance with 

BS5837. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

80 Goat Willow C No No Retain – install protective barriers in accordance with 

BS5837. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

83 Ash B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-

123906-02 Rev A). 
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Ref   Species Retention 

Category 

TPO CA Recommended Actions 

84 Ash B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-

123906-02 Rev A). 

85 Ash U No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA (RT-MME-

123906-02 Rev A). 

87 Ash B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix 

C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

94 Hawthorn B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix 

C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

95 Hawthorn B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix 

C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

96 Hawthorn B No No Fell - tree is in conflict with the footprint of the proposed 

works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, Appendix 

C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

97 Hawthorn B No No Retain – install protective barriers in accordance with 

BS5837. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

98 Crack 

Willow 

B No No Retain – install protective barriers in accordance with 

BS5837. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G5 Hawthorn C No No Fell – tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G6 Hawthorn C No No Fell – tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G7 Hawthorn C No No Fell – tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G8 Mixed 

species 

C No No Fell – tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G9 Hawthorn C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G10 Hawthorn C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G11 Hawthorn C No No Fell – tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G19 Mixed 

species 

C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G20 Hazel C No No Partial fell – remove a section of this group (southern 

extent) as shown in the Sevington IBF vegetation 

clearance drawing. 
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Ref   Species Retention 

Category 

TPO CA Recommended Actions 

G21 Mixed 

species 

C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works as shown in the Stour Park West AIA 

(RT-MME-123906-02 Rev A). 

G22 Mixed 

species 

B No No Partial fell – remove majority of this group (retain 

southern tip ) as shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G26 Mixed 

species 

C No No Partial fell - remove a section of this group (centre 

section) As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G30 Common 

hawthorn 

C No No Partial fell – remove a section of this group (centre 

section) as shown in the Sevington IBF vegetation 

clearance drawing. 

G31 Hazel and 

hawthorn 

C No No Partial fell – remove a section of this group (eastern 

extent). As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G32 Hawthorn C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G34 Mixed 

species 

C No No Partial fell – remove a section of this group (southern 

section) as shown in the Sevington IBF vegetation 

clearance drawing. 

G35 Damson, 

silver 

birch, hazel 

C No No Fell - tree group is in conflict with the footprint of the 

proposed works. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G47 Mixed 

species 

B No No Partial fell - remove a section of this group (southern and 

northern extent). As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

G48 Ash B No No Retain – install protective barriers in accordance with 

BS5837. As shown in the Tree Protection Plans, 

Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 
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5 Recommendations  

Detailed design has been submitted via the Relevant Approval process under article 4 of the 

Town and Country Planning (Border Facilities and Infrastructure) (EU Exit) (England) Special 

Development Order 2020. As part of this process An Analysis of the Likely Environmental 

Effects of the Development has been included as part of the Relevant Approval submission. 

The tree survey undertaken forms part of that analysis of the likely environmental effects of the 

development. 

5.1 Site Specific Recommendations 

The nine individual trees and eleven tree groups within Table 1 have been identified for removal 

due to direct conflict with the proposed works. 

Seven tree groups as stated within Table 1 should be partially removed as shown in the Tree 

Protection Plans contained in Appendix C (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001 to 04). 

A detailed landscape plan has been prepared, and all of the trees removed will be replaced with 

mitigation planting following the completion of the Scheme.  

5.2 Temporary Protective Barriers 

Protective barriers should be installed in accordance with BS5837:2012 around all of the trees 

and groups that are due to be retained, at the distances dictated by the RPA dimensions stated 

in Table 3.4 of the Stour Park Pre-Development Arboricultural Survey (Report No: RT-MME-

120243-08) to protect these trees. 

An Arboriculturalist should attend site prior to commencement of the works to confirm the final 

positioning of the protective barrier. 

For the location and alignment of the temporary protective barriers required for the additional 

trees and groups that have been removed or retained as part of the Sevington IBF works, refer 

to the Tree Protection Plans (418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). For the location and 

alignment of the temporary protective barriers required for trees and groups that have not 

changed, refer to the Stour Park West AIA. 

The area within the protective barriers i.e. tree side, will be a ‘Construction Exclusion Zone’ 

(CEZ) for the duration of the works.  

All weather notices should be erected on the barrier with words such as: 

“Tree Protection Area — Keep out”.  

The following prohibitions shall also apply within the area enclosed by the temporary protective 

barriers: 

● No mechanical digging or scraping  

● No storage of plant, equipment or materials 

● No vehicular or plant access 

● No fire lighting within 10m of tree canopies 
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● No handling, discharge or spillage of any chemical substance, including cement washings 

and vehicle washings within 10m 

● No action likely to cause localised waterlogging 

● No alteration of ground levels 

● No construction of hard surfaces 

● No attachment of boards, hoarding, cables or notices or fencing to trees 

● No storage of excavated materials 

Special care is to be taken on sloping ground where spillages could run towards the trees. A 

collecting channel dug along the outer line of the protective fencing would be one method of 

avoiding such damage. 

If excavators are to be used during construction, at no time is the excavating arm to encroach 

over the position of the tree protection barriers. 

5.3 Wildlife Environmental Law 

It should be noted that the Contractor will be responsible under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended), the Conservation of Habitat Regulations 2017 (as amended), and the 

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000, to take all reasonable action to identify the presence of 

protected species in the works area/surroundings, and comply fully with the law in relation to 

impacts associated with any instructed works. 

If the required tree works are to be carried out during the bird nesting season (March to August 

inclusive), trees will need to be inspected by a qualified ecologist within the 24-hour period prior 

to the commencement works. 
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6 General Tree Protection Measures 

6.1 Risk to Trees from Construction Activity 

Trees can be easily damaged by construction processes, with both the tree roots and the main 

structure of a tree susceptible to a range of impacts. Root damage can affect the anchorage 

and stability of the tree, as well as preventing or inhibiting the absorption of water and nutrients. 

Damage to the trunk and branches leaves the tree more exposed to disease and decay. 

Activities that can cause damage to tree roots include: 

• Trenches 

• Alterations in soil level 

• Non-porous surfaces 

• Compaction of soil 

• Changes in soil hydrology 

• Root exposure 

• Soil pollution (i.e. oil spill, incorrect application of herbicide and/or other chemicals) 

• Fires 

Activities that can cause damage to tree trunks include: 

• Pressure from materials stored against trunks 

• Physical impact from plant and equipment 

• Incorrect pruning 

• Exposure of bark or leaves to chemicals 

• Damage to bark from mowers and strimmers 

Any works associated with this scheme that could affect the existing trees as described above 

must be discussed and approved by a qualified Arboriculturalist prior to commencement.    

6.2 Site Compounds  

All construction compounds, storage facilities and deliveries must aim to make use of existing 

hard surfaces to avoid unnecessary compaction within RPAs. If compounds require siting within 

RPAs, appropriate footings or ground cover must be used to avoid root damage or compaction 

of the soil and siting must ensure that any damage to aerial parts of retained trees is avoided.  
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C. Drawings 

C.1 Tree Protection Plans 

• Sheet 1 of 4: 418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001_P02 

• Sheet 2 of 4: 418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0002_P02 

• Sheet 3 of 4: 418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0003_P02 

• Sheet 4 of 4: 418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0004_P02 
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D. Vegetation Clearance Drawing (Doc ref: 

419419-MMD-01-MO-DR-C-0201, P01.1) 
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E. Stour Park West Tree Constraints Drawings 

(418703-MMD-XX-SV-VS-YB-0001-04). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










