
POLICY LP10: DESIGN 

1. The Borough Council’s overall approach in relation to design is 
as follows:   

       a)  planning permission will be refused for development of poor 
design that fails to take the opportunities available for 

 improving the character and quality of an area and the 
way it functions;

      b)  new development should be well-designed to respect the 
character of the Borough’s distinctive built and natural 
environment including its heritage assets and their setting;

      c) historic assets should be conserved and where possible 
enhanced   in a  manner appropriate to their significance;

       d)  proposals for development must be based on sound 
supporting evidence.

2.   Proposals will be permitted within the urban area as defined on 
the Policies Map, provided that:

       Development form
a) it has a high quality appearance in terms of scale, setting, 
layout, massing, landscaping, and  appearance including 
details and materials;       

                       
   Public realm and open space

b) it provides,  or is accessible to,  high quality public spaces;
      c) it incorporates measures to protect and enhance biodiversity

and landscape features;  
      d) it will not significantly prejudice important townscape and 

landscape features; 
      e)  it will protect public views of important landscape and 

townscape features;   

       Ease of movement
 f) it ensures measures are incorporated that improve 

accessibility to all users;
       g) it is accessible for pedestrians and cyclists and is well 

connected to local facilities via links with pedestrian and 
cycle routes;

       h) it is well connected to public transport routes  
       i) it is easy to move through  with safe and recognisable 
            routes, intersections and landmarks;

Safe and high quality neighbourhoods
 j) it creates a safe environment where crime and disorder and

fear of crime does not undermine quality of life or 
community cohesion; 

 k) it does not cause harm by reason of:
            i) loss of light, privacy or outlook;
            ii)  noise, light pollution, vibration, smell, or air pollution; or
            iii) other adverse impacts; 

Adaptability  
      l) it  minimises its impact on climate change and is resilient 

and adaptable to its effects;
     m)it meets nationally described standards for sustainable 



EXPLANATION OF POLICY LP10

. 

construction;
       n) in the case of residential development, it ensures a 

reasonable proportion of homes are adaptable to meet the 
changing needs of occupants over a lifetime;

      o) it takes opportunities to promote flexibility to deal with  
future social, technological and economic requirements; 

       Comprehensive development
      p) it makes the most efficient use of the  site and does not 

prevent the comprehensive development of that site and any 
adjoining land.



Climate Change Adaptation By Design: A Guide for Sustainable 
Communities TCPA et al 2007);  
Green Infrastructure Guidance (Natural England 2009); 
Manual for Streets (DoT 2007); and
Manual for Street Companion Guide (HCC April 2010).



Development Form

Public Realm124 and Open Space

Ease of movement



Safe and quality neighbourhoods :

Adaptability

Adaptability- climate change and sustainable construction



Adaptability- adaptable homes over a lifetime

Adaptability- promoting flexibility to deal with future social, 
technological and economic requirements 

Comprehensive development

HERITAGE ASSETS



Local Context  

Box 8.3:   What are heritage assets?

Designated Heritage 
Assets

Locally Important 
Heritage Assets

Unidentified 
Heritage assets




