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Official list entry

Heritage Category: Listed Building
Grade: I

List Entry Number: 1233242

Date first listed: 20-Apr-1983

Date of most recent  15-Sept-1998

amendment:

List Entry Name: Ward Blocks A, B, C, D, E, F and Centre at

Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar

Statutory Address 1:  WARD BLOCKS A, B, C, D, E, F AND CENTRE
AT ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, HASLAR,

HASLAR ROAD

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1233242?section=official-list-entry

This List entry helps identify the
building designated at this
address for its special

architectural or historic interest.

Unless the List entry states
otherwise, it includes both the
structure itself and any object or
structure fixed to it (whether
inside or outside) as well as any
object or structure within the

curtilage of the building.

For these purposes, to be
included within the curtilage of
the building, the object or

structure must have formed part
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Location

Statutory Address: WARD BLOCKS A, B, C, D, E, F AND CENTRE
AT ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, HASLAR,

HASLAR ROAD

The building or site itself may lie within the boundary of more than one

authority.

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1233242?section=official-list-entry

of the land since before 1st July

1948.

Understanding list entries

(https://historicengland.org.uk/I
isting/the-list/understanding-

list-entries/)

Corrections and minor

amendments
(https://historicengland.org.uk/I
isting/the-list/minor-

amendments/)
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County: Hampshire

District: Gosport (District Authority)

Parish: Non Civil Parish

National Grid S76190298874

Reference:

Details

SZ 69 NW
1137/4/51

20.04.83
GOSPORT

HASLAR ROAD

Ward blocks A, B, C, D, E, F and Centre at Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar

”ir
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Naval hospital. 1746-62; altered and partly infilled C20, N ranges unified 1967. Preliminary design
by Sir Jacob Ackworth, Surveyor to the Navy, developed by Theodore Jacobsen; built by
James Horne, surveyor, and John Turner, Portsmouth dockyard carpenter. Dark red Flemish
bond brick with paler rubbed brick heads and Portland dressings and carving, brick ridge
stacks and slate hipped roof with a central ridge lantern. PLAN: 6 parallel ranges of ward blocks
form three sides of a large courtyard open to the N, with corner residential blocks containing
octagonal courtyards. EXTERIOR: Palladian style. 3 storeys; main front a 3:2:3:10:7:10:3:2:3-
window range. A massive symmetrical front has a double-stepped ashlar plinth, first-floor plat
band, cornice and parapet, the end 3-window sections set forward, a 4-storey central section
with a pediment and raking parapets to 2-window flanking sections. The central section has
stone bands, round ground-floor arches connected by imposts, the middle one a through arch,
outer ones with inner round-arched 6/6-pane sashes; 3 first-floor 20/20-pane sashes and
second floor round-arched lights within rectangular stone frames with bracketed cills and
panelled transoms between, and upper 8/8-pane sashes in stone surrounds. A fine, richly-
carved tympanum with George Il coat of arms and allegorical figures and emblems depicting
Navigation and Commerce by Thomas Pierce (1752). End 2-bay linking sections between
projections have 2 round ground-floor arches. Central through arch has quadripartite vaulting
on massive stone piers to a paved courtyard, and 4 stone door cases with fully-detailed
cornice, frieze, and architrave. Windows with rubbed brick flat heads to 6/6-pane sashes and
3/3-pane sashes to the second floor. Coupled side wings have plainer elevations with similar
articulation, most sashes replaced by mid C20 glazing; central pedimented 2-storey 3-window

unit connected by single-storey; 3-window arcade, formerly led through to the courtyard. Inner
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elevations similar with a ground-floor round-arched arcade, 2 bays deep with flat beam ceiling,
mostly infilled by late C20 glazing, and splayed corner treatment. INTERIOR not inspected; a C18
stair reported in one end of the E range. HISTORY: The construction of the first general naval
hospital followed a request from the Earl of Sandwich to George Il, because of great losses
through sickness in the Spanish wars. It was intended for 1500 men, with a fourth closing range
which was never built, though railings (1796) connected the two ends to discourage deserting
by convalescents. By 1780 it could accommodate 2100 men. Jacobsen was the architect for
the London Foundling Hospital (1742-52), and his design, with cross- (if dimly-) lit wards, was
considered an important advance in hospital planning. It remained the largest military hospital
in England until Netley was constructed a century later. Though determinedly plain, as
instructed by the Admiralty, Haslar is an outstanding example of a large C18 hospital, and a very
impressive instance of C18 institutional reform and improvement. (RCHME Report, NMR 100117;
Pevsner, N, The Buildings of England: Hampshire, 1989, pp. 243-5; Coad, J, The Royal Dockyards

1690-1850, Aldershot, 1989).

Listing NGR: S26190298874

Legacy

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data

system.

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1233242?section=official-list-entry
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Legacy System 408690
number:

Legacy System: LBS
Sources

Books and journals
Coad, J G, The Royal Dockyards 1690-1850: Architecture and Engineering Works of the Sailing
Navy, (1989)

Pevsner, N, The Buildings of England: Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, (1967), 243-5

Legal

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as

amended for its special architectural or historic interest.
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mapping is subject to Terms and Conditions.

End of official list entry
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All text content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0

(https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/) , except
where otherwise stated. Any supplied maps are © Crown Copyright [and database rights] 2026

0S AC0O000815036 and may not be reproduced without permission.
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